
Art and culture

Atlas of Itineraries
in Artisanal 
Tuscany 
Discovering the Region’s artisanal excellence



“Experience and 
curiosity come together 

every day here”
Discover Tuscan the sites of craftsmanship



Artisanal Tuscany

An extraordinary journey in search of absolute Tuscan excellence. A route 
from the north to the south of the region marked by stories of life and 

passions. The art of knowing how to create unique objects from textiles to 
jewellery, interior décor, ceramics, paper, leather and terracotta...

Each area of ​​Tuscany is an invaluable heritage in itself, with its own 
characteristics and uniqueness developed over time for geographical and 
historical reasons. Designing an itinerary of excellence, bringing together 
the best of Tuscan craftsmanship in a single guide was not easy: there are 
influences, evolutions and ramifications that constitute a vast and constantly 
changing universe, but one which comes together in one fresco.

This work is only intended to be a compass, a fuse to ignite curiosity and set 
off to discover shops and workshops, but also producers where their artisanal 
DNA has not been lost.

Share your adventures
#mytuscany
visittuscany.com



Tuscan craft enterprises

Production itineraries in Tuscany

Artisanal Tuscany is an opportunity for travellers to experience at first hand 
the traditions of these artisanal enterprises spread throughout the region. An 
integrated system consisting of a widespread productive network, strongly ro-
oted in the territory, with an important economic and cultural value that has de-
fined the society linked to it. These are the premises on which we have decided 
to recount the world of Tuscan craftsmanship, starting from the geographical 
position of the places where it developed and their history. The result is a mo-
saic of know-how that covers the entire territory, where more than numbers, it 
is the hands and faces of those who carry on the tradition that count. Hands 
and faces that you will be able to discover by following this map.
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Share your adventures
#mytuscany
visittuscany.com

Ar
t. 

2.
15

0-
25



Map of artisan Tuscany

A11

A12

PISA

SIENA

AREZZO

GROSSETO
Isola d’Elba

50 Km

PISTOIA

LEGHORN

LUCCA

FLORENCE

A1

A12

A12

A1

PRATO

RA03

MASSA

Charter of Values

Artisanal Tuscany is based on authenticity.

Authenticity of the experiences, products, encounters and hospitality.

To ensure these values, which have always inspired and distinguished traditional 
craftsmanship, not only in Tuscany but throughout the world, are respected, we 
have drawn up a manifesto with several key points 

1. Hospitality

In  Tuscany, the traveller will be welcomed by artisans ready to tell their story 
and demonstrate their craft, also with experiential workshops or  hands-on craft 
making experiences. 

Artisanal Tuscany  offers an inclusive welcome, respectful of different cultures 
and sensitivities, and designed to also accommodate visitors with special needs. 

2. Authenticity of the product

In Tuscany, visitors will find artisanal workmanship that is part of tradition 
and closely linked to the territory.

They will therefore be able to appreciate the uniqueness and authenticity of 
the products held In high regard by customers from all over the world. Many 
products begin with the processing of local raw materials (such as marble 
and alabaster, clay for terracotta and ceramics, leather, medicinal herbs, 
“marzuolo” wheat for straw hats and fashion accessories, etc.), so the supply 
chain often takes place within a few kilometres, making the product even more 
authentically Tuscan. 

3. Variety of the offer

Tuscany offers a great variety of artisanal workmanship, a reflection of the many 
stories and traditions that characterize each part of the region. This richness and 
diversity are a strong attraction for those interested in broadening their knowledge 
of Tuscan know-how

4. Culture and education

In Tuscany, craft enterprises, with a wealth of material and immaterial historical 
knowledge, can offer unforgettable opportunities for personal growth and learning, 
also through specific events to promote and support Artisanal Crafts 

5. Design and stile

In Tuscany, artistic craftsmanship is often a clever mix of traditional knowledge and 
creativity. The introduction of new products and new technologies allows for the 
creation of a bridge between past and present, between tradition and innovation, 
between what is ancient and what is modern. Design and style often arise from 
collaboration with architects and artists, universities and design schools. 

6. Sustainability

Through an approach that involves the entire production chain (design, choice 
of techniques and materials, including recycled materials), Tuscany’s artisans 
are committed to safeguarding the region’s environmental and social resources, 
supporting itineraries and experiences that favour sustainable tourism. 



Artistic 
crafts
Discovering Tuscan 
excellence 
and the places 
where manufacturing 
traditions began

1 Carrara 
marble

I n the heart of the Apuan Alps lies one 
of Italian industry’s greatest assets - 

Carrara marble. Marble originates from 
the sedimentation of limestone, typical 
of the marine environment. When it is 
subjected to precise conditions, it crys-
talizes to form the sought-after, beauti-
ful marble we know.  
Throughout history, Carrara marble has 
played a key role in Italian craftsman-
ship and art, prime examples being Mi-
chelangelo’s David, or Canova’s sculp-
tures. 
Its malleability and pure colour has 
made it a highly-prized material among 
artists. Today, the use of marble ranges 
from art to architecture, design and in-
terior décor, to which it lends its charac-
teristic beauty. 

2 Pescia 
paper

The origins of papermaking in Pescia 
date back to the Middle Ages: it was 

the availability of water from the Pescia 
river that decided the production history 
of this community. 
In the past, paper was a luxury item, but 
even with the industrialization of pro-
duction processes, Pescia still continued 
to produce very high-quality paper, es-
pecially for the arts. 
The first documented paper mill was 
opened in Pescia in 1481, starting a long 
artisan tradition that has survived to this 
day. 
Over the centuries, paper went from be-
ing a valuable and expensive object to one 
of common use, and in the 19th century 
Pescia became Italy’s point of reference 
for its production. 
Even today, handmade paper is produced 
here, with the same artisan skill and the 
same techniques used for centuries, as 
the town’s Paper Museum also tells us. 

3 Prato textiles

Since the Middle Ages, Tuscany has al-
ways had a leading role in the produc-

tion of textiles, able to stay abreast with 
other leading producers.
Prato found its economic fortune precise-
ly in this sector, producing textiles that 
became famous throughout the world, 
especially following the development of 
textile machinery which facilitated pro-
duction demand over the centuries, and 
also cutting-edge technical expedients, 
such as the canalization of the Bisenzio 
river. 
Today, Prato boasts the presence of arti-
sans specialized in fabric restoration,  to 
whom historical clothing is sent from all 
over the world, as also demonstrated by 
the collections In the Textile Museum.

4 Sesto Fiorentino
porcelain

Everyone has a strong point and that of 
Sesto Fiorentino is definitely the pro-

duction of porcelain. Sesto owes its lead-
ing position in this sector to Carlo Ginori, 
who in 1737 opened an artisan workshop 
in his villa in Doccia (not far from Sesto) 
for the creation of fine ceramics. After 
numerous experiments, the first porce-
lain was created in July 1739. Thanks to 
the elegance and excellent quality of its 
products, Ginori immediately became 
famous throughout Italy and little by lit-
tle their porcelain reached the European 
courts. To give a future to his business, 
Ginori established a school in his work-
shop, where the masters were the ar-
tisans themselves. Today, around forty 
artisan workshops carrying on the old 
tradition are active in the area.

5 The fragrances 
of Florence

In addition to culture and good food, Flor-
ence also leads the way in the production 

of luxury fragrances. Florentine fragranc-
es were already appreciated by rich nobles 
during the Renaissance, but it was with 
Caterina de’ Medici that Florence took a 
leading role in the production of perfume 
(thanks to the marriage between Caterina 
and the Duke of Orléans, the use of perfume 
reached the French court). Today it is pos-
sible to visit ancient perfumeries and his-
toric herbalists of undeniable charm, where 
you can create your own custom fragrance 
and enjoy a unique sensory experience. 

6 The art 
of scagliola 
in Florence

The ancient art of scagliola has been 
handed down in Italy since Roman 

times, but it spread throughout Europe 
between the 17th and 19th centuries. It is 
a method of working with plaster, used to 
recreate precious materials such as mar-
ble or mother-of-pearl. 
The plaster is then worked to create white 
and coloured designs on flat surfaces, 
such as paintings or furniture. Florence 
gained a certain fame in this sector start-
ing in 1588, when Ferdinando I de’ Medici 
established the Galleria dei Lavori, which 
in the 19th century became the Opificio 
delle pietre dure (today a leading centre 
for the study of restoration and train-
ing and a museum), in which the Tuscan 
grand-ducal workshops were merged. In 
the 18th century, Florence was the great-
est exponent of this process, in particular 
thanks to the work of Enrico Hugford, a 
Vallombrosian monk, who made scagli-
ola a true pictorial method. Between the 
end of the 19th century and the beginning 
of the 20th century, interest in scagliola 
decreased. There are still a few work-
shops that keep this romantic, refined 
technique with an 1800s flavour alive. 

7Santa Croce 
sull’Arno leather 

Among many other traditions, Flor-
ence is also known for leather-

work, which is centred around the Santa 
Croce district.  In 1282, l’Arte dei Cuoiai 
e Galigai (Curriers and Tanners Guild) 
was established to ensure quality crafts-
manship. Florence specialized in tanning 
leather and making footwear.  Made in 
Florence extended for a radius of 30 ki-
lometres, including the towns of Fuce-
cchio, Ponte a Egola and many others,  
creating what became known as the 
leather district. The Scuola del Cuoio 
(Leather School) was founded in  1950 
in Via San Giuseppe, and still teaches the 
art of leather making today. 

8Signa 
straw hats 

The Signa area was famous for the pro-
duction of straw hats since the Mid-

dle Ages, but it was only from the 16th 
century, under the rule of Cosimo de’ 
Medici that it became an officially reco-
gnized craft. With industrialization, the 
production of straw hats played a key role 
in the Tuscan economy and craftsman-
ship in the Signa area was so famous that 
it won the medal of honour at the Paris 
Universal Exposition in 1855.
At the end of the 19th century, the sector 
suffered a severe downturn, but fortuna-
tely the Signa straw hat came back into 
fashion in the 20th century, also thanks 
to the film The Florentine Straw Hat in 
1928. Today, the Museum of Straw and 
Weaving tells the story of this timeless 
artefact.

9 Montelupo 
ceramics

Montelupo has been known for its 
production of majolica as far back 

as the late 1300s. During the Renaissan-
ce, Montelupo’s fame spread beyond the 
borders of Tuscany as a result of com-
missions by leading families such as the 
Medici (especially majolica inspired by 
Arabic-Spanish colours). After a period 
of relative decline, production slowly re-
covered, rediscovering its identity at the 
dawn on the 20th century. Despite the 
ups and downs of  history, traditional 
production has created a district which 
today has artisanal workshops spread all 
over the area and belonging to the Asso-
ciazione Strada della Ceramica or Cera-
mics Route Association. 

10 Impruneta 
terracotta

Tuscany is rich in the clay from whi-
ch terracotta - renowned all over the 

world for its excellence - is made, and 
the most famous kind is from the town of 
Imprunta , where a particularly malleable 
iron-rich clay is extracted .
As far back as the Middle Ages this natu-
ral resource was exploited here to create 
vessels for oil and wine (other important 
products  of this area). Later, Impruneta 
terracotta was used to create statues for 
the gardens and terraces of the area, but 
also for construction (Brunelleschi him-
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self chose Impruneta for the roof tiles for 
the Florence Cathedral). 
And it is thanks to terracotta that one of 
the traditional dishes of Impruneta was 
created: peposo (braised beef with lots of 
pepper and red wine), which was cooked 
in special ‘coccio’ pots, as they say in Tu-
scany.

 

11 Casentino 
wool cloth

With a tradition spanning seven cen-
turies, Casentino cloth represents 

one of the most refined fabrics produced 
in Italy.  It was processed at the time of 
the ancient Etruscans, who had managed 
to create a breathable yet thermally in-
sulating cloth. These wool processing te-
chniques have been handed down to the 
present day and throughout history have 
been appreciated by major figures, such 
as Bettino Ricasoli and Giuseppe Verdi, 
whose wardrobes were never without a 
Casentino Coat.
Casentino cloth is traditionally goose 
beak orange, but today it can be found in 
a variety of hues and weights. The Art of 
Wool Museum was opened in 1985 in the 
oldest wool mill in the area.

12 The 
goldsmiths 
of the 
Ponte Vecchio 
and Arezzo’s gold

Legend has it that while walking on 
Ponte Vecchio in Florence, Fer-

dinando I de’ Medici was shocked by 
the smell from the  butchers’ shops. 
In 1595 he decided to move them and 
decorate the bridge with elegance and 
brilliance, founding what are now the 
most famous jewellers shops in Flo-
rence. But goldsmithing dates back to 
well before the Medici, the Etruscans 
were famous for their goldsmith art, 
which was then maintained throu-
ghout Tuscany.
Dominating the scene today after Flo-
rence, is Arezzo, which has made gold-
smithing its primary source of income.
Walking through the streets of the 
town centre you can come across small 
shops, where you can watch goldsmi-
ths at work. 
Every year the OroArezzo fair is held, 
where goldsmiths and artisans from 
all over the world exhibit their works 
of art. 

13 Colle Val 
d’Elsa crystal

The crystal making tradition began in 
the Colle Val d’Elsa area in 1331, but 

It was only in the 19th century that the 
glass industry begin its period of growth, 
which has continued until today. It is in-
teresting to visit the Crystal Museum to 
learn about the history of the area and 
the processes, which includes blowing, 
grinding and engraving techniques. The 
city owes its fame to one person in parti-
cular, François Mathis, who in 1820 chose 
it as the headquarters for his new busi-
ness. His legacy was fundamental, in fact 
Mathis trained a team of craftsmen, who 
have passed down this tradition to the 
present day. Thanks to the elegance and 
beauty of the creations, today Colle Val 
d’Elsa is called the Bohemia of Italy.

14  Volterra 
alabaster

When speaking of Etruscan craftsma 
nship, one immediately thinks of 

jewellery, or wool and linen fabrics, but 
the Etruscans were skilled at exploiting 
every resource in the area, especially 
alabaster, with which they carved ele-
gantly decorated burial urns. 
Alabaster is a bi-hydrated calcium sul-
phate, which is formed in open-air quar-
ries in the form of large white blocks.
What made working with this material 
appreciated was its versatility, since it is 
a softer stone than its cousin white mar-
ble, but which can give equally refined 
works of art. 
During the Middle Ages, working with 
alabaster almost died out, but fortuna-
tely it flourished again with the arrival of 
the Renaissance.
Thanks to this historical period over-
flowing with artistic innovations, alaba-
ster evolved, becoming more refined and 
appreciated. 
Today, Volterra alabaster is recogni-
zed throughout Europe as the most va-
luable, and the old town centre is one of 
the few places in Tuscany where you can 
still craftsmen working the purity of this 
stone.




